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“During her tenure at Prairie View A&M University, President
Ruth J. Simmons encouraged students to use their voices to
challenge forms of institutional and systemic discrimination
and racism. At the spring 2023 commencement, Simmons said
to a packed house at the Billy Nicks Building, ‘Those who came
before you at Prairie View, who fought for your rights, now
speak to you across the ages. . . . Can you hear them?””
—from the introduction
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY IS MORE THAN
Texas’s oldest public historically Black university—it is a cru-
cible of political struggle and social transformation. Since
its founding in 1876 on the grounds of a former slave plan-
tation, Prairie View has stood at the forefront of the Black
freedom struggle, producing generations of students, faculty,
and alumni who challenged the injustices of Waller County,
Texas, and beyond.

Justice on “The Hill” brings together wide-ranging histo-
ries that reveal Prairie View’s singular role in shaping Black
political life. From the long battle for voting rights to the
galvanizing impact of Sandra Bland’s story, these chapters
explore the people and movements that turned a rural HBCU
into a national symbol of resistance. Readers will encounter
the determined students who formed the “Political Science
Posse,” the courage of Lulu B. White and Maude Craig
Sampson Williams, and the enduring struggles against racial
violence and voter suppression in Waller County.

This collection underscores Prairie View’s abiding truth:
Activism is woven into its very fabric. Each chapter offers
a unique lens—whether through women’s leadership in the
early twentieth century, the role of religion in protest, or the
long shadow of racial violence—that together illuminate the
breadth of Prairie View’s contributions to American history.
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Prairie View students discussing voting rights, ca. 1976. (Reproduced with permission of the PVAMU
Special Collections and Archives Department.)

THE DALLAS EXPRESS, Seturday, November 16, 1963

PRAIRIE VIEW STUDENTS BOYCOTT GAME
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Nearly empty stands during a student boycott of the PV homecoming football game, November 16,
1963. (Photo courtesy of the Dallas Express.)
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